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theless, certain general conditions that must be borne in -
mind. In the first place, it was the study of the Scriptures
only that was commended, and though the term Script? tr&
Sacrce indicated more than we understand by the term Holy
Scriptures > including as it did all religious writings, it did not
go beyond this. Then, again, study was never an end in itself,
but simply a disciplinary means or an occupation for other-
wise idle moments; the instant study became an end or a
pleasure in itself, the very purpose of its introduction into
the monasteries was negated. Further, it is just as erroneous
to argue from a few exceptional cases, such as St. Gall, or
Monte Cassino, that " to the monk of the tenth century no
knowledge was unfamiliar," as to argue from other occasional
instances that they knew nothing. It is quite evident that
many monks were entirely ignorant; that many monasteries
gave practically no attention to learning; and that those which
gave attention to secular literature were comparatively few.
Considering the opportunity for study afforded by their
leisure time, their freedom from interruption, their knowledge
of the language, their possession of the few books existing,
it is surprising that the monks made so little advance in
the knowledge of the ancients and created so little literary
material.
In explanation of this situation two further considerations
are 10 be borne in mind. To most of these monks, save those
in the intellectual centers, the study of ancient literature, dis-,
approved as it had been by the Church for several centuries,
represented distinctly the interests and the temptations of the
world, and a desire for such study was indulged in only at a
distinct risk or as a positive sin. Such study was a gratifi-
cation of human desires, a satisfaction of the tastes that was
distinctly hostile to the idea of asceticism. The uncertain or
changing attitude toward the ancient classics of such leaders
as Jerome and Augustine would lend emphasis to the idea
that all such learning was a temptation.